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tinted for Giles Calvert, and are to be ſold at | 
his ſhop at the black ſpread. Eagle at the 
Welt end of Pan's. 1648. 
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; Epiſtolary Preface 


READER, 


T intent and purpoſe in compiling this 
Enchiridion Was iz #rder to the a1- 
 wvanceof Light and Knowledg ; For 
| 1 obſervel1 a dowble Darkneſs «pon 

le minds and ſpirits of moſt men, a Moral and 4 
tual Darkneſs | 


{| 1. That which I call Moral Dikneſs coifffts in 
ignorance of the Grounds and Reaſons of 
s: For how few are: here Which are ac- 
wanted with the Original azd Riſt of Govern- * 
ms, the Nature 494 Buns of Subjetion ; 
diſtin*biou betwixt the Letter of the Law, 


'Y: (the Senſe, M:aning 4:4 Equity thereof. T'9e 


An Epiſtolary Preface. 
Want of Light and Underftanding in theſe thing; 


( 
bath engaged the World into Partiesand FaQtiong, | 1 
through the Arts and Subtilties of $ elf-interefted | þ 
li 

V 


men, who have impoſed pon the Darkneſs of or- 
dinary underftandings in the above-named parti- 
cnlars 


And the infſue of ſuch Seduftions, Fallacies, | « 
end Deceits, hath bien very lamentable, (auto | ( 
ſenſe,) and to the vaſt prejudice of theſe perſons | | 

. who have be:n,enſnaredby them, for by this means | f 
n Whole Heards of them have been ſacrificed tothe | y 
Ambition and Tyrannie of the retend:d Guides, | c 
Rulers, ad Princes of the or {d. ] 

An Experiment of this Truth we have had in 
this, aſwell as in other Kingdomes; For bow many 
poor innocent ſouls have pepiſhed im theſe Warrs; | | 
And their blood deſign'd to be but as Sayer} t 
and foot-ſteps to advapce thoſe into 'T , 
of Domination and Rule that thus gxg4 i 
them. : "Mm & 

 TheCorruption and )* chedueſſe of which un. 
- dertakivg hath ſo far provoked the eAlmightings | | 

| 80 deſign the ruin and extirpation of thet Great. | / 
nefſe which hath been thus perverted and abuſed, | ; 

T take this to be the Ground of that Darkuelle | | 

,«»d Confufion, Which at preſent ſeems to cover the 
face of things. c 
And though there be a.ycin of beauty in all | ] 

[ 


.-» theſe things, yet the Glory thereof is hid from ar- 
-ſavary wnderftandings, who behold aniy the Fact 


An Fpiſtolary Preface. 


a rather the Vizard of things, which muſt neede* 
repreſent an wgiy and deformed ſtate, yet the: 
beauty is ſeen by the Spiritual Man, who, w the 
light the Spr::, 7 at, the fall of Fiedh, and 
worldly pomp, and rcjapces therem. - k 

Far daubtleſs there is ſuch a deal of carrmgtvon 


, | and Self in the Laws, Lawyers, Civil Forms aud 


Conſticurions of this and other Nations, anid chaſe 
ſoeſſentially inherent in them, that the Admin» 
ſtrations them{elves are like to be altered, chan» 
gedand removed, that ſo way may be made for 
clearer and brighter appearances of Equity and 
Truth. 

To further Which deſign, and to takg us off from 
Perſons ad Forms, ts Principles and Things, £ 
have dra\vn forth the firſt part of this Diſcourſe, 
rouchins rhe Riſe and Period of Civil Forms. 
Andi any ſhall objett, that theſe are low and 
inferior altings, and have their Foundations us 
Fleſh. | 

I anſwer,T hough there may be { and I believe 
ir ),s Glory above them ; yet the Spiritual Chri- 
ftian may contemplate and admire the outgomgs 
of God ever in theſe things, as being Hi Yao 
ther)above ther againlt them, | 

1s for the ſecond part of this Diſcourſe, I have 
obſerved, that maſt Chriſtians live wpon errv 
Man #s cryed up and idolized by ws : The Sets 
mons Writings a»d Expoſitions of Men. To eccur 
and prevent this evil, 1 have given thee um. 


An Epiſtolary Preface. 
Fudement, #oncerning Spiritual Ailminiſtrations 
in the ſecond Treatiſe, how that God hath + 
appointed them only as Elementary ang Dif- 
iplinzrian things, pointing and direfting ws to» 
a higher Glory ; for while we (and in need to- 
eeach,and be taught one by another, we Are not yet 


come to that ſtate wherein we (hall be all taught 
of God. | £2 
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7 4 Civil Reference , 


In the Light w hereof is 
| Diſcovered, 


L The Riſe and Expiration of 
( ivil Forms ' and anus 


mcnls, 


| 2. 7.66 


29k Aſie of Rebel. |- 
lon; ;Diſobedrency and T rea- |, 


ft. 

3. The Teſt of all Hoare 
Laws, 

4: TheFadg of ( Groil ONE, 
werſres- 


5- T he Original SE Fall of, 
Fleſhly TR". 


Serving as a x Gnomon to direct us 
in pafſing ſegtence upon the paſt 
or future Tranſactions of the 
Parliament, Army, or any other 
; ſucceeding Party, in the proſcew- 

. *tion of theirends. 
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the and orderment of ourward 
ni Societies of Meh, Ek ho 
Riſc, Progreſs, and Expiration, 
ITI, 

Evil manners, in as mach as they are the 
Ns toes to be the Father and Morher of 
Laws. Man degenerating! from his Primitive 
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T4 
beak Rule, bat for the diſobedient ;(L) 
thoſe who fall ſhore of i eg walk contrary to it. |" 
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from all humane conſtirut 
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leſs, and men are 


s it's Rule and Guide, "hd ſo inens —_ are had 
—_ byes: Thisjshe origua of fleſhily 
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rinciple, we may be chus helþft 6nd 'ro' ancrher x: 
: manifcſterion of che Rewer and Spirix of God 


made out to ſome, that ſo they'maay be Lights rd 
ut {ithers. End avored p.m in the days of our 


weakneſs OY 
i) Wc. GORIGANY Y ofrbe vs. 


td | gn 


& [wich Gods, and their Deſi wich Hg thi bring | 
tamed orcomprlin) 
Nd bebe fettngiy ew © ke-Principle} 
oat men; ishut reſpectively x ri inp 
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4 The Diſpute betwixt 
his Principle, mens eyesare dazled with miſtakes, 
SOS -Buc he istruly and | 


wiſe, and ae to gpude by | 


Te et acai 
Principle, which is (as we have 
fon and Underſtanding of - ll chings, ; 


Bar the weakeſt WIDE 
cartornd he ways of Ke — £ re 


ie prefents the true Image of thac highe 
wherdvoit ſanjesroche world, ;copmroleo ny 
pr nar ng. 5rd, dF 

quaty gets gr Form x} 
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In the mean time, this broken, imperfeRand |; 
dfiaftebfiagratehing Babe day of man, whole 
man gets both honor and diſhonor, bur ſtill froa? 
kanſclf ; CN _ underſtoding is dſdwoore 4 
by the greater, as by it; and: the 

—— mo bes by the —_ 
its Idol or God. ER 
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But when the dear ing or firſt Principle 
ſhall be fully 1&ſtored, the Lord. ſhall be exal-. [© 
red; we ſhall all then ſtand on even ground, jn 
fe level, co-ordination,and parity, ET 
ring one another, but Ged in ll: This is the fallof, 


wordy Intereſts. 
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— owhich the pro hoowmmedygs and count it 
to be employed in,viz. che Redemprion 
reganetphabrn gets 17 + vo, | 


This Dirkciefs is within Ad conſiſts ina Neſcience 
rhe firſt Principle, and an Idolizing of the Fora ; 
ind whatſoever yoke is. . by.che Form, a5 
fom 'wichout, is but a badg of our mward Datk- 
#6, from boch which we Spots deliveranee 
n due time. | 

XVI. 


Though it muft coſt the world muck time and 
arge to be redeemed here-fr8m,, eſpecially having 
=, rd wy conreſt withall, as the Dark- 

our ſpirits,the ſervility of our natures; all-che 
anftiruted and eſtabliſhed Forms , which would 
leep us in ſubjcetibn to themſelves, yeaall the De- 
wtrins's of theſe Diana's, will cry our, when 
der honor and profit is 'taken off, as it will un- 
Tn; when Equzey it (elf comes to be ex- 


X VII I 
And the ditficalty will be the greater, becauſe 


&s/on hach been long out of the throne, and uſur- 
xr Form hath poſſeſſed irsplace ; Uſe and Caſtom 
mhinured the world to bondage,and men are co0- 

med herewith, as knowing no better,or as wawil> 


lingto be at the perry iether - 
fidering t] {weet to wW l, 
and not cally avreltedor axroxted from © ſont 
XY 111, "2 de! 
"BO ne >. he BEAT po 
ver of it («lf and Jabers to maintain it ſelf apap the [90k 
Ales of its own Power, % 


XIX. Crop 
But Forw had aever areained to —— 
pretended Wares pg mk nu 
to | 
Reaſop, and lived bras )| ee 
it; but in proceſsof © toil 
Maſter, <_ ain. ow 


XX1.' 


But God will break the fron yoke, and go forth| the! 
wi Tos Henk E-|/hal 


Fon.: This is the ground of the Comntrovendie be- 
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nors and paſſions of men, thar it forgotsit#6Wri 
ure, and grows corrupt, rp Irery 
mneroſt upon which it is grafted,” © *- +/+" 


ll IV. 
But true Reaſon ogra Taguar oth ure 
form, and will in tinze-£ bar our wn d 
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fot be done ra 5 
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$8 The Diſpute betwix: 
wine the great controverſies pf this laſt age, as their 
La ont amng Are the Form judges 
amiſs, bur the. Judgment of Reaſon is a 

he Gif rhe proper Je 

appear by the par _— cen- Co andCor 
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=- Jadg of Spiritual” Controverſies, why 

\ the ING and Lighe (which 
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Die Coons Her 1arſ5s Pope; Synod, 
Eeclefiaftical Form, how then 
come _ vida © > nr by any outward 


þ ax anode : —_————_—— or Pere 


Es Principles moſt be managed by Per- 


| XXXLI. 

_- anſwer, So cheyare, and that Farm will endure 
1 conform to the firſt Principle, 
gives our Juſtice and Judgment in a meaſured 
proportion thereto ;. This ſhadow will endure:{ﬆ 
otros ? 
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Equity atd'Form, gr 
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Principle, mn whomſoever- s,' . 
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- +| ary to his own; buc eicher for fear6r'byfotee;” 
#1 qd ehng the Form En 


nan, as the L adoth over the Lamb, ; or the 
| of the beaſts. ; 
| XXXI1K 


FAIIRED.. ETA 


the Thing: ; Hevee tes the wh dey for Contiihne 


ſake,nor of the Form;bur of the nega an 

minds the ourward man,bur the andirg and 

gg captive by none buc Reaſor' it” 
; " NXNIV. als 447 


That which hath the beſt angel 
is the ſupream Judg ,and the'perfe> comma 
is the rule of Loy tele Ademeager ty 
none bug Reaton it fel, J 
All chis hind -y = 0d 
is hinders not, ra en, the 
lghrof this Principle,n-whony ic i ys ar 
to thoſe in whom it is not ; for 
Principle comes to thine abroad , £ mark 
walk according*to De EEE 
 & overothers: The deſign of euro, 
ſþirce the Gents 
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the Form, and to raiſe jtnptyrEquity, which i is the 
ſubſtance j > (If; Bar th hedge  prncp 
any tyEt the princ 
rrorinns oinky 
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knows ne bounds by "575 ita "04 
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La fs p 
The Law icepplup g by ans ck ny Jul we 


_ made by ryen, and -are\chem(clves oft Ce 
he endonnds on welays are nhe reſulgel 
mogly: Lay ina ſence is nothing 
as thoſe which ade & 7-71 
{XXK VILL. 

2 ties, Homages, Qaths, &c. 
hom {lavety 2? Are not mayy Laws 
and: eſtabliſhment! thereof > Apd le 
have any appearance.of Reaſon, — 

| SEXII 5 
Gd, proficslictle, haw good fever the 


= Cuſt Power, Cuſtom, "ris as cortupt 
wot. rich mea opprels; you? Are wenoten- 
thedireR iſſue of their owngreatneſs, for the p 
ano che fame purpoſe, 
be, fo lang as theJate 1s CoTuUpt ;, WR 
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' Til this Day of J 
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{lf make, eſtabliſh,arid na its own ſenſe. . 
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wes weak and amperfee, :lefr myny chings yer pid- 
done, nnd much noe pep of Ren 
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' But Luſt ſucecding Realon, i in-the Throney hath 
not only-perverted what marr ro end tie 


k&& of Kra/dn by dictates of its mw 
Potency of Pormrare __ yarns oe 


as Laws. 7 
WLIF | -- 

« $6 thar now Loft and Poyer hath asgood a war- 
rant (inreſpeftof cltabliſhed Fora): ax Reaſon it 
lelf ; .yea many primes Reaſor-is v roars; 

Form, urnil che 
thence Light of Reſon neil ita, w/v 
fanke gull lye ar” thedoor of that Form which back | 


oppotedir; 


XLIIL on. 
juignen a Dedrnianres, 

Difobedience:and Rebe 
prom yv + 
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12 The Diſpme betwixt 
+9 XLIV. I" 
. Bat ris the Power, of Principle, not the Perſm 
fimply, which we are to be fabject ro ; ſo tharthe 


_—_— els Ribelion is app Reaſon it ſelf nd 
ity of things ; which three, vis. Equity, Light 
Reaſon, arc the Trinein the Civil Reference, 

the only Fountain and Queen of Order;' and the 
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Some Diſobedicnce is more lawiul chen Subjet 
mga. — DiAates _—_ do croſs 
' the Iojuntions of Forms 3 He that ſhifts: Reaſo# tb 

embrace the Form, i -—— [in this caſe.) 

XLVI. | 

Upon this Principle, the Equity of things: bei 
fupream to the Letrer,Form,or Ocder, are t yo 
ons of the H, 7 againſt the Spaniard, of 'the 
Parliament againlt the King, or any other in other 
partics of | the like nature, able to abide the Teſt: im 
the ſtrit balance of. Equity ic ſelf,” ſo far-4s ;ejth 
of theſe have oppoſed Perſons meerly-in adv 


to the 
ps XLVII. | 
Bat yet ſome reverence is to+be given ro the 
| Form, either for Orders ſake or for Neceflity. 
EO XLVIIL. 
Sametimes the Forws is ſtrong, and hath many 
followers, and the ſons of -Reg/ov arc but few ; In 


lawful Heirs of all good and_warrancable Subje 
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Equity and Form 


dvcaſe Rexſn 6 wiſe wells rmocrn, rC- 
ener ll fora hare Ga 
Vee 66 the wikdpmof Boaſen 8 not mere carnal 
tolicy or finful Prudence : Engage when. it will, 


x maſt be againſt aged. Cpgatoan, ; only it is content. 
wearry the Lords leafure: and if ic ſeem co negleRt 

the _ _ —_ hong _— Op 
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the vRory bealready got, 
Yeo go ecingain ble mama wide 
whole when &ea/ev {ballridein triumph: 
pe Ys PSs all Ferms atcer it, as: 
inſges of ies Conquck, 


ki 
[Int Ordo way comer Roſen to deſiſt Gong 
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though a. dation, : ſhaking there- 
of may endanger the breaking of the whole : In this: 
ale Reaſon mult muſter pp all ic Forces, hold forth 
nluable Conſleratiovs, 4pd have a canfiderable © 
number of-Profclites before it_can engage, w_ 
whole ſhould be deſtroyed.. And when: v 


nites of Equity 20d non an eps 
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encer the lifty with eſtablifaed Po1367," if rhe weed 
will not bend, it mufl-Nreatt5- and thife 'Laws) 


wi never {o eledifiabetonttianion,) which 
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-This Deſtruftion of the Workd, of the knt 
Hare of things, will be 2 great loſs to forme, bduts 
thighty 4dvantage eo the World in ,; when 


Bquiny ſhall be advanced 9 its ed height, { 
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SS from: 4 
zu YA. ot 
. And ordinarily Reaſon ſtands on the dcfetichve 


polture ; For Form, the Eat bakeot: ics honor, 


" Bur all this labor Þcper ae by can binder 
the deſign of God, whithisitd throw down Prin- | 
R—— o:lbw 
(gre: - 0 ;rotwvo nt Owe 
41d 2 aT : : Ny IL-1: jr 
/Xuidip, this Principle her a Oadety 
Mapiftras), Gevernewher, mad: lergloble the reitvs 
to akhicentwniocs,; ; antbmuakes che-world an Heap ? 
All theſe prejudices 'rhaiſd be teinoved > And, i in of- 
rao gar gre +” EriS4a 7% 94, 
dna : rhing noe WRNG | -: 
2 Fhar (there may: be counterfeit Oriet et 
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Forms. of the Ward; which. bi ly 'caſe 
But God delights to overthwow pirEoblag re 
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ſetup his own Cotfulih, wehich indeed is-the bl 
Order; forthe Order of the! World is Confutian, 


but Gods Order is Peace. .»# 


-Thero is great” deal of difference berween the 
Order of Equiry,and the Otder of Form z \Reaſent 
; Order is ſecxer and imvile ts the wordly wiſe, 
tg ne yr 

Ly, and/o ring wi Get end boo 
= ſp nfs ER. an the 


3cfelf. 
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The Word wil emarereking tooverrrowiy 
comributes-its urmoſt 


ownOrder, bat aſſiſtance to 
erveit ; but the Order of Reaſon is ſtickled fot 
| the Champions of T Truth; upon whom che 
-- AR Ye cneey _ 
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. And why ſhonld the» cover-this Light under. a 
Buſhel, which muſt ſhortly overflow, to the enlight- 
ning of the Civil Firmametror World : This Mu- 
| {tard ſeed will become a great Tree,and all the birds 
of- the ayr ſhall find protection under ir againſt the 
ſtorms, Eres YT 

| X IT 

* "Tis true, the Form promiſes proteftion to us 
followers, and is kind to itsown party ; butawyhen 
comes to be queſtioned, "cis the greateſt Perſeen-, 
zor.or Tyrant, and it cates nothow = pos 
hacrifice ro its.0w0D fury. 
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Equity-and Form, rv 
LXLY. - 


—  —— 


: Children of Form are ill fabjeR co violence and 


boyl ; yea the Form it (elf is made the Engine of 
ir deſtruRtion,(o that the Fleece is rent by choſe 
thoms and bryars which ſhould have preſerved itz 
There can be no compleat or ſufficient fafeguard 


hat in the diſcovery of, and ſubmiſſian ro the 


dear Principles of Equity and Right. 
| LXV 


But as for ſich as deſpiſe this Principle, they and 
they only are the oppoſers of higher Powers, and 
ſychas ſpeak evil of Dignt:es;there being no Dig- 
67 to thar of Reaſon it (elf, and o« 
ther D:gmitres are made fo by Rea/en. ſitting as in 
ts throne in them. 
. LXY b a 

If Forms have at all, it to be dire- 
ad againſt gy ee che mad world may be 
reſtramed, and the Tares or wolviſh nature may 
not choak the Lamb-like appearances of Equity 
ndT ruth. | 
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For outward Magi =_ is (or otight to be) 
tata ſymbole or' badg of the fecrer vertne and 


lghe of Tr»:h, by which (asa compals) it ought 


lo ſteer, 4 
bunt, 
od when Zquiry it ſelf comes,then the Order, 
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Government and Maj thereof ſhall commang | 


the ſpirics of all, andlead them forth from the x6 
ſemblance to the Thing it ſelf, 
LXIX. | 
This will be a glorious time indeed, when ciyil 
Righteouſneſs and Truth ſhall poſſeſs the ſpirits 


all, and 0 oagy be a compleat reſemblance | | 


of Divine Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Love. 
LX X. 


This Rate is that which the Apoſtle labors, to 
raiſe us up to,Rem 13. (to which temporary ſub- 
jeRion to Laws and Forms is but introduCtive,) 
for though he adviſes us to pay our ſubjeRionun- 


to whom it.is due, whilſt we walk in the abſence ||. 


of our Trot yet even in that ſtate he minds 
us of a diſpenſation above it, whercin we ſhowd 
owe nothing to any man bur Loye, 


- THE 


=DISPUTE 


a betwixt | 

=|Form& Power: 
- . | 

$.to|| OR : 

>| The Clear Principle 

baud | In the - 

oh \ - Spiritual Reference. 

DIS COVERING 


I. The Ri(e, Nature, Kinds, and Period of 
ſpiritual Adminiſtrations, Ordinances, and 
Forms. | 

IL. The ſtate of a Chriftian under Forms. 

II. The ſtate of a Chriftian above Forms. 


IV. The Cauſe and Fall of all fieſuly Formal 
Intereſts, = 


V. The Explication 'of ſeveral Scripture 
y phraſes and expreſſions, as Fleſh, Death, 
| Spirit, Manhood. 
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Piritual Admixiſtyations relme'to xn higher 
Sw rnerygnry wake ſame propor- 
| tn tothe. Lind and Spirir, 23 Civil to 'ts the 

orward Alan. EY pf | 


paralel conſiderations do fall in, 


the = 
to the end for "el 


"Gf, RO 
it appounted, 
py A 19.4 - 


And as it is the dion o - ke bs 
Adminiſtration __ Ti wn 4d ſo the 


Lord carries on the AR 
all humane Interefts from he ſpiritual, boa, that 
Hedooe may be af ITS 07 


X > 
_-; 2 
5 es. 4 
 B - 
CY: _ yr PIR = 
: ; ; i 
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> 3s WIR ; -1 Y- 4 Z 
Ae” 3s Civil Forms are not "hs $ 
fance, but the outfide only, and appearance of 
that Equity and Reaſong whieh they ought to re- 


Abend 


Come to live” in the vey 
Life or Subſtance it (kl. 
VI. the 


inferior = interyerupg| aotion, cannot 

| hold forth the moſk compleat and glorious way of 
enj t, which in eSctiprure in ſaid toboby | 
Sight, not by Faith, and ſuch a Sight as is not we 
ina Form or. Glaſs bu Facet Fave. | j 


7" VII. 
The Sight which 24/z5 had of God, as it did 
£44 [anicend' the - er dinary diſcovery to common 
 [Sanes, ſo it was far inferior to this v5f6on, (for 
", 0) , ſaw but the back parts o God; ) and yet 
thei Sacrsfices did type out true Sacrifice, 
+ | which we enjoy ; ſo this vifiex (in regard of the 
- + [{nmediareneſs of it) bears ſome proportion, with 
that 7/or ;015 diſcovery, in the Saints, whereGod 
I be ſeen. as hes. | 
x VIII. . 


But this Ds/covery is darkned and vailed by the 
mtward Form,even in the deſign of God himſelf ; | 
for the weak wnderfanding being not able to be- 
Jhold the brightneſs of his Preſence, (as the Iſrael- | 
ites fled from the fight of God, Jir is the pleaſure of , 
the Father tocaſt a Vail over his Glory, (which / 
Vail is the Form, ) that (@ the Diſcoveries there- 
jof may be born by us, 

| IX. 
Our Enjoyment will then be moſt ſublime, 
Iwhen this Yas/ is rent aſunder, and way made to 
the Holy of Holies, or the naked Glory, by the 
wer and purity of the Spirit. 
X 
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Within this Ya:/ are many Secrets, which the _ 
ar Birth, or the mas of Form, neither under- 
$ himſelf , nor can bear in others ; for hers 
thid the*Everlafting ofþel, and the. ſpiritwal 
x converles with all the myſteries contained 


4.2<T 
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And beſides, the Sh = 7g to the 
warrowneſs and derkneſs of fie/oly Underſtan. 
- and therefore ic is, that the Glory is lick 


tothemexir ct ow fan by degrees. 


atone God, in 
methods of the manifeſt- 

himſelf: 1 For the Occaſion of ſpirienal 
A dminiftrations is the darkne(7, Weakneſs, ſport. 
weſs,; abſence, and imperfeBion of the Creature ; 


all which make up a © of necaſſitier, which 


are RY Ui 


XIIE 
Man, douded with 2 dark and miſty #»- 
derſtanding, at a great diltence from the 


clear ries of God; by xcalon whereof he 
hends nething bur what is fuitable to himſelf, 
_ andhis rr ns is anſwerablc to his Light, (i.) 


vary eps himſelf) ſtoops down to ha- 
mane freilty, and gives out Himſelf in weak ap- 
- pearaxces, or Moſaical Forms, which are as mc- 
dinms berween God and Us. 
XIV. 
. But when this darkneſs and diſtance is n_ 
7 + ky) God, Man becomes 


is immediate, which muſt needs be the | 


Enjoyment 
c belt, becauſe neereft the Fountam, | 


qonficeit therein, and given out, according 


PT" I LIE  - "A 


: But God (who compre- |. 


lent then the Aſeans, 


Form and Power, 25 


RV. | 

For the Appearances of God (like the Beams of 
the Sww ) the farther paſs, che more weak 
and imperfe& are they, (2s to us; ): Hence it is, 
That in Spirit, being the moſt immediate 
A anee, is therefore ſtrongeſt : God in Flef6 
is the next to that, but of an mferior cognizance 
and operation ; and the deeper God deſcends into 
Fl:fh, as into the Sacrifices of old, the more is 
his Glory dothed upon ; and by conſequence the 
more dark and obſcure is his Preſence and our 

ONT; - :- 200 | 


'SothathiB, while wee within the compaſs 


| of Appearances, they may afford ns a Good, 


not the moſt excellent Life : for the higheſt Life 
s aboveall Appearances, even inthe Subſtance it 


ſ&Mf. 
- .KVIL 
For which is better to live in the appearance of 


. the Thing, or the Thing it ſelf> In the Branch, or 
inthe Tree ? Inthe Roo, or in the Rinde ? I 


XVIIL : : 


| Tolive m the SubFaxce, is 2 life fuller of how 


venly Cont [ation 2nd Reſt : For as the Days 
of Godedbor wee yarn nl ordinary, but 
ws budge fanRified and holy, fo is it 
bor isin order to ReF,and the End is more exert 


- 
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The Life of a Chriſtian under Adminiſtrations 
and Forms. is the Day of his Labor, and he meets 


with many uncertainties, diſappointments, and 


troubles in the extward Form, as the Experiences 
of the Saints can witneſs: But the Life above is 
the Day of his Reſt, wherein he ſtudies all things, 


and ſees them to be very good, yea, and ceaſeth 


from his works 2s God did from his. 
: XX. 

But Adminiſtrations take place (of ane ſort or 
other) till this Fate come : For as the Appear .an- 
ces of God are ſtronger or weaker, ſo Adminiſtra- 
tions are of ſeveral forts; the moſt eminent are 
Paradiſicat, Legal, and Evangelical. 

XK X1 


Paradifical Adminiſtration then took place, 
when the Angelica! Nature, being clothed upon 
with an Humane «Appearance, did contemplate 
its Maker in things below Himſelf , v:z. the 
dear /treaw of the whole' Creation. 

XX1I1L 

For the Water was not then defiled, but the 
true Image of the Subſtance was ſeen in the Sha- 
dew : | And-the heavenly Spirsr, being likewiſe 
dothed upon, was a proportionated Subject to 
entertain that Diſcovery-; ſo that Face anſwered 
Face in that, as in all other eAdmins/trate 
{ "SE = 24 
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| XXII 
This Adwiniftration did not contain the molt . 
compleat Emjoyment ; for here the a;/ was firſt 
ſet up, and man muſt of neceſſity have ceaſed to 
this Being or Form,( pm he had never ſinned,) 
that ſo . might be raiſed up to an higher Emjoy- 


ment. 
XX I V. 
$& hat Death, as it is the Ceſſation of the Ne 
tural Being or Appearance, 1s not properly 
& be the Frages of fin, and yet there is 2 
Death is the wages of ſin, deans by 


and by. 
*XXV. 

This ROI... was but for a ſeaſon ; for 
when Fleſh and Sdf had defiled che ſtream, che 
Glory crept inward,and was withdrawnfrom our 
view, andincame a multitude of Helps to uſher 
in buta review of the ſatne Glory ; this was the. 
original of Legal Sacrifices and Adminiſtrations, 

XX VIE + 

Bur as the Fountain or Glaſs was cleared by de- 
grees, and the Image rendred more ; 
{o Goſpel Adminiſtrations fi 


| of the IIS 


of Light, 
XXVII. | 
Theſe Adminiſtrations are of 2 Spiritzal, not 
Chronical conſideration, and are not 
. by fleſhly Epoches or Periods of Tune, but re in- 


28 The Diſpme betwixt 
terchangeably managed within the Saints, (accor: 
ding to their degrees of Light, ) as being party 
Bond, or pattly Free ; partly in the Fleſh, Form 
and Letter; partly in the Spirit and Power; 
which'"ſtate is 2 ſtate of confalion and mixture, 
not of Purity. | 
XXVIII. 


The Death of Chr:/# himſelf in the Fleſh did not 
Araight determine the Legal Adminiſtration ; for 
Vo ny ang nm Tv obſerve 
made known within —_—— 

XXI Ll . . 

And yet,though the Progreſs and Expiratien of 
all AdmincBrevions be in the Spirse, chis hinders 
not, but that one Adminsfration pas ge- 
nerally take in the Spirits of Chriſtians in 
mgm ot 

appearance ce of any one AMinſtra- 
tzon is called a World. or. ertp 
i XXX | 

For every eAdminiſiration hath its World 'or 
Race tormnount : Thus there is the Legal World, 
m refpetof which the Goſpel Adwiiniſtration is 
called the Forld to COME, Heb. 26 © 

SELL - | 
| And the Forms, which ate incident to every 
Adminiſtration, do obtain till the end of the 
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World or Adminiſtration'it ſelf : Thus a frery" ; 
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I Goſpel Form: bave their place till 
ride or 5% Mat. 28. -which is the ſe- 


A ance of Zeſus Chrifh in grea 
Ye rower, or till the Lord comes. (a. 


El XXXIL | E 

And yet every change of Aaminifration will 

« ob ay Ap es rang ern 

; fer yodye canon 
tate of Words are 

ſome,as relating to the ruin of the natural frame of 


things. as. 
" XXXII1L. 


But there is a new #/orld yer behind, whetein 
there is no T exple, (i.) Form ; for Heaven and 
Earth wake a War id. Rev. i | 

XXXIV. 

Me epercoges 
away to give to this, (5 
CON and that citate which ſeems to bave 
more caves and Diveneſs in it, (hall give 


| way tp.this tate which is more excellent then i 


; XXXV. 
Bat a wow #orlddoth not preſently introduce 
a vew Goſpel, for the Goſpel isold,and trom ever= 


_ : The Legal Afniſtration in Sacrifices 
- the ſame Gofpe/ ; and the new world doth 


Types ( another Word) was yet but a 
Preſcng us with a more full and perfeRt relati- 
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of the ſaine good tydings ; for that is Go/þel, 
Th  EXAIE... O00, 


Tec w:/dom which is contained in every one of 
theſe Adminiftrations is juſtified only by own 
children : And this is the ground of falſe Jude. 
ment, when the ſons of one /Miniſtration pry into 
the ſecrets of another, being putft up in theit fleſh 
ly mind: ; whereas indeed no man can truly and 
properly judg of a iniſtration but the child 
thereof, (5. ) one raiſed up to the ſame height; he 
which doth otherwiſe, judges another mans ſer- 
vant. | TY 

XXXVII.' 
| For God being the Maſter of all Di/pen/ations, 
accounts Himſelt One to the /ega! Chriftsan, ano- 
ther to the Goſpel 2d that he which is one, is yet 
many Maſters in reſpeR of the ſeveral Manifefta- 
tions of himſclf;8 theServants of God in one 1+ 
»ftration may not judg his Servants in another, 
bur contain themſelves within their own ſphare. 
RE VIII. F 

But yet this /pirir of judging is very preſumptu- 
—_ of an aſpirin Low. all perſecution 
mounts upward againſt that which is better then 
it ſelf; ) for he that's born after the F/efs,. perſe- 
cutes him that's born after the Spsr:r, not on the 
. contrary : Thus men ſpeak evil of whac they 
| knownot; for no man can diſpiſe the Appeats 

ances of Cod which he knows. | 


XXXI1X, | 
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Form and Power. 
+ © :  _ 

In the mean time, through evil report and good 
report,the Truth gets ground, and the Potency of 
Form is weakned by degrees : For Form bei 
the clement of moſt Saznrs, both the Form an 
Lives of the Saints are purified, and raiſed 
from /ower and darker to higher and clearer Dij- 
coveries ; for the Lives of the Saints are more or 
leſs pure; according to the obſcurity or clearneſs of 
the outward Form. a | | 

X 


But in every Form there's weakneſs,in ſome de- 
gree er other, and a tinfture of F/e/h, Self Di- 
ftance,Death, Manhood, the true notion of which 
words comes to be explained. 

XL | 
By FleſsT underſtand not the material part of 
the compound,Man, or any thing relating to a bo- 
dily mixture ; but I take ["F/eſ+} for a dark and 
weak (though a regenerate) Principle, And ta 
dear this, conſider, 

| XLI7. 

That there is a Birth after the Fl/e/p, as well as 
a Birth after the Spirit, only the firſt is more in 
the Form or Letter, the latter more in the Spirit 
and Power : The former, in regard of its adhaſfion +: 
to the Form, oppoſes the lattery which is above + 
It, Gal.q-29, Hence it is that the- Apoſtle # 
of travelling again, Gal. 4. and Chriſt of being 


| born again, Fob.2. 
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XLI1H. 
So that there isa double Birth, a Birth of wa. | Þ 
. Fer, (i.) to the Fleſb und Forms ; and a Bath of |Leg 
phe Spirit, (i.)-to the Power and Life ; Not bur [tive 
that there is ome power in the Form, bur *cisq |be© 
weak and inferior appearance, and cherefore "ty | tc 
called a fle/ply Life , in a (imilitude borrowed 
| from the nat»ral part, which is from the earth, |S! 
earthly. ; ; war 
XLIV. jel 
Bat yet,as Water came out of the ſides of Chriſt, 
as well as 4/ood; ſo God is the God of weakneſs, | Þ 
as wcll as [trength ; of Fleſp, as well as of Speric ; [Pri 
For Fl:-fs is nothing elſe but a darker Adniniftras | iy: 
tion left behind, upon the _ of an higher (ha 
Glory; fo that the egal Chriſtian is fleſply, inte» | 
 ſp<Rof the Gofpel : Therefore the Apoſiſe.in the Sta 
ſence of higher diſcoveries, renounces Circumcifis 

w» and other legal Rites, of Gods own l 
as having no confidence in the Fleſb, Phil.q. And | 
the Galathiavs , who ſtuck upon the forefaid | 
Rites, are ſaid to apoſtatize from Spirir to Fleſs, the 
Gal. 3. | | _ 
rs XLs. | WC 
© So that the fleſply Life is of a lawful race and |!© 
heir of all, but underage, and therefore managed | ®** 
like a ſervant, *till the Divine Principle 
ftrength, and grows up from Childhood ro 11s 

hood, evento the Faineſs of its Stance, 
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XLFT1. ; 
Neither is the fle/>ly Life carryed on only in the 
Legal Sacrifices, but all externals are compara- 
tvely F/e/> ; and *cis not rare for Chriſtians to, 
he of as legal a Firir, in the obſervation wo 
Rites,as fews were in offering of Sacrifice ; - 
cally conſidering that the” difference of theſe two 
Starcs i$.1n. the Spirir within, and not in the out- 
ward Obſervation ; for theſe, which we call Goſ= 


- [jel Rites,are as outward as thoſe of the Law. 


XLV 11. ©. 
But all o#rWard ( be they what they will) are. 


[part of thoſe ch1/4;/þ things which the Apoſtle 


fays are to be put away : Hence it 1s, that Forms 
hall ceaſe, even as Childhood deth, and grow up 
of themſelves to a more excellent'Glory, or the 
State of 1{annood and perfettion. 
| F4AFH1& Fe 
But as Man dycs of himſclf, when his radical 
moiſture is ſpent, yer by intemperance and miſ- 
arriage is anticipated in his courſe, and cut off in 
the qudſt ; ſo the Form would naturally expire of 
it (elf, yer the rum of it is haſtcned by the fully and 
weakneſs of its Children m their abuſe thereof, e-, - 
yen as the ;brazen Serpent was deſtroyed when it - 
began to be Idolized. | Hs 
ts F237 a.” 
For God is jealous of his honor, and rather then 
any part thereof ſhall be aſcribed ro the Form, he 


will break it in picces like a Potters veſſel ; and 


* a5 .. 
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who knows not bat that provocations of this _ 
tare do abound ; for the l:igion of moſt menig 


in the Form only, as being pleaſant, cafic,and ner; 
at hand, . 


Form is many ways perverted by its Follow. 
er1; as firit, Form maintains Afar, and Humane 
Interefts: The diſtinftion of Clergio and Laity 
came up ander_the Proceftion of Form ; Form 
makes Fattion and D:v1/ion, even amevg the 


Samts. 
LI: 


And the grofſer the Form, the eaſier is the 
 Fleſhlneſs of its Intereſt to be diſcerned, as in the 
Papal xnd Prelatical way ; yet the more refined 
Forms have 2 (pice of this evil; for Clericaland 
Fleſoly Interefts may be' maintained in a Preſby- 
terial, as well as Papal way, and in Independent, 
2s well 8s Preſbyterial. 
L II. 

For the ſame Spirir may appear under different 
Forms ; yea all Forms being of an external cop- 
nizance, love to be great, and expeR honor from 
wen; yea the more refined and ſubtil the Forw 
is, thc more eager is the Spirit which animares it. 

LIIL. 
lence it is, that Form oppoſes Form. becauſe 
every Form would eſtabliſh it (elf, and God fuf- 
ters it ro be fo, -as havirg 2a deſign to daſh them 
one againit another till doth be broken, 
arg 'F 
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S Na- LIV. 
Kel 19 | Form is made the Exgine of much crueltyper- 
Nee: ecution and bload ; for who ſa ready tocrucifie 
Chriſt, as the Phari/ce,or Man of Fore, 
gd 


LV. 

low. | Bur the Day of the Lord is above and beyond 
me lhe Day of Form, and when that Day comes, we 
erty |Q;ll be all caught of God, weſhall not need weak, 
9W ils; Humane Interefts ſhall ceaſe, diſtinftzons 
the [nd 4525/c0xs vaniſh, all Fleck be- (lent, and the 

Lord aJone exalced ; So that as Dartneſs. and 

Weakneſs were the Womb of Fleſh and Farm, and 

of all che inconveniences which did attend them ; 
the |, 45/covery and Light will be the grave of them, 
ned [nd Spirit and Power will ſucceed in their places. 

"GL 
by» | And no marvel that we call men Rabbi in che 
*, [Day of Form ; for Self hath a great ſtroke here : 
Tis the Man in us, which admires the dan in a- 
nother ; and as long as Aa lives in us we cangot 
M |{eeche Face of God 1n pure and un;nzdiate 'fujco- 
$- [reries ; but when the Me dyes, (:.) the 414- 
MM [cl Principlc,or Nature, whichis ſhortof G04, 
'* we (hall ſee the Lordin his own Appearance, and 
t |weſhallbe like him. 
LVII. 


ſe | This:Death of the Aanhood,or Humane Prin- 
f- cple, with the Reſwrrettion of the Divine, ig that 
M Mark, or Goal, or Reſwrretios from the Dead, 
which che Apoſtle higaſclt had nog attained unto. 

o » wy * 


|| * 


— 
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LVIIIL 


This Death and Reſurreftion is carryed on 


us by degrecs ; for 2s the oweward and fle/hly ma 
which is the as of Form,pe: ſhes within us ;. 
the inward Aanisrencywed ; therefore the Apr 
file faith, 7 dye dayly. 
| | | LIX. | 

This Death is effc&ted in ns by the powerh 


opperation of the Spirir of Go?, taking up ou 


weak Principle mto his own heavenly Light, wn 
. fo the Mandyes, and is no more, even as Enoch 
for God takes him. | 

LX, 

But as long as the as lives, he is for E xte 


nals, Ontfides, Appearances, Letter, to be (ce 
and heard, which all are. the /Ppurtenances of tht 
Form or Fleſhly 11an. 
LAT. 
And this may well be called a Re/urrefion fr 


gs AA _ p= 


the dead; for there is death (in ſome degree or ol 


ther) in every Forms | 
| LXIL. 

| Death is Darkneſs, Weakneſs, Sorrow : Ho 
_ much of this doth a Chriſtian meer withall io th 
Letter,or outward Form, which he eſcapes in thi 


pirir. 
| LXIIT. 
\nd therefore the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the weak 
| _=_ , or Man of Form, under the notion © 


i?ferver of days, Rom,14. calls him a ajing 


eat 
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Chriſtiax ; he dyes, though it be tothe Lord, but 


| to live tothe Lord is more excellent, 


When this 4ying Stat-, or Mortality comes th 
be ſwallowed up of L:fe,or the Divine Prin ile, 
we (hall be no longer abſenc,bur preſcnc, and gver 
be with the Lord. Cor.6. 


LXV. 


This Death is the Wages of x, being a Legal 
Darkxeſs, \cizing upon the Spirit, aad leading it 


into Captivity to it ſelf. 


LXYXVL 


But as far the Natural Death, or the Ce[[ation 
of the Humane A ppear ance, that undergoes U0- 
ther conſideration ; for I ſee not how that Dear 


- can be called the Enemy of Chriſt, as having no 


Ring in it ſelf ; neither doth the Nature, or Hu- 
ane Appearance obſtruct or hinder the Viſion 
God, ( conſidered in it ſelf, for Nature remains e- © 
ven in the higheſt Enjoyment, ) as bearing no 
portion thereto. A vogy hinders a bogy, like ir 
(clf, as 2 Cod hinders the Sw# ; but Divms Ap- 
pearances(like lizhtning)reach che Spir:t,and are 
not hindred by the/cabhard of the Flefs,or natu- \ 


rall part, 
_ LXVIL = 
But Death,truly ſo called, the wages 


/ 


Bur the higheft ftate, ot Day of the Lorb, 


and would have no 


4\ 


uihers in clear aypearances (as the Sw ſcatters 
the Cloxas ) and ſwallows up Death and Hell ton, 
according to Prophecy, Rev. 20.14. E/.25.3. 

[ LXIX. 


But did-not God himſelf ordain Form, and 
where did he abrogate it > I anſwer ; 


LXX. 


Rs there was a time to plant, ſo there is a time 
to pluck up that which is 1 "Y ; for Form was 
Never created 2s a fanding rule, but as a tempo- 


+.2ry belp to ſerve a turn ; which when it is once 


accompliſhed, the Means czale, as baving uſhered 


"m the End. : 


LXXI. 


Neither is the abrogation of Form only im the 
terter, bur.in the diſcovery of an higher glory, 
which darkens the firſt, as the Sx darkens t 
Stars ; ſo that the diſcovery of Gofpel-Forms is 
he abrogarion of Legal; And the Gofpel- Admin 


Ge Tt 6 > 


— 


In he did yejopce, fumes 541, 


' Farm and Power 3g 


an;inexterns] rites, gives way bo an higbes 
3 fo that a3 the Stars yeeld ro the Swn, (o 


CF to God ; far he himfclf is che /ighs of the 


new Jeruſalem. 
LXXI1I. | 
And yet there are ſome hints in the /erter of this 


{lorions tate, as E/. 25. and Kev, 21. 2 Perc3. 


13. though the g/s77 of the pxyHeries, contained: 
within it, are to be experimented in us. x 
a 
Youl ſay, Chriit and his Apoitles ſubmitted 
tothe owtward Form ? T 


LAXNXIV. 


- "Tis true, Chrif in Fleſh was made under the 


Law, and ſubmitted tv Circumenſion as well as) 
Baptiſm ; He underwent the fare of Death or. 
Sorrow, and the kate of Fleſh or Eorm, Heb.y.9. 
wherein he prayed, and at laſt heAvasraiſed up to 
the fate of mirth or immediate Aiſcovery, where- 


LXXYV. | 
So that ChriF inthe Fleſh is the figure of ſeve- 
ral Adminiftrations ; and every Chriſtian 1s an 
emblem of Chrizt in one ftage or other of his life : | 
Some live in a cr«cified, ſoc in a glorified Jeſws ; 
lome hive in his Life, ſome in his Death; ſame 
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livein Cl} after the Fleſs, others in Chriſt af” |5) 


ter the Spir;r : C hriſt himſelf _had not complea® |* 
enjoyment under Ainiftrations, for he was | 


darkened and groancd under them. - 
LXXVI.: | 4s 


The higheſt pirch of a Chriſtians life is Chrif 
r4/en, or rather /irting at the right, hand of God; 
for here is immediatenels of favor and enjoy- | 
Nicnt. fer, 


LXX VII. 


' As for the Apoſtles, their own carriages and 
confeilions do conclude them under Fle/aly Mi- | y 
rations, for they had but the fir frmits of dot 
the Spirit, and were in the dark in many things ; |||, 
ea,the Apoſtle Pau! holds forth a ſtate attainable |,y,; 
the Samrs, which he: himſelf came ſhort of, [| ;4 
Phil. 4. which John ſaw by the Spiric of Pro- 


phecy, Rev.21. | 
LES EL s 

And if any ſhall deny this zew ftate, let us rea- 7. 
ſon little from Conce ſions and Grants, and (ce 
what the Enjoyment of a Chriftian may amount 
unto. by” 
EE | LXXIX. 
Tt is granted by all, and cannot be denyed, that ||... 


tint I, 


the /crte7 of the Word holds forth more glory then '|,,, 


Form and Power. 41 


x yet attained ;_andthat many Propficſies: are: to 
be fulfilled, relating. ro the glory of the Saints, 
imongsft which chac in Revelations 'is one; as 
likewiſe, that Perfeton is to be prefled afcer, 
Heb. 6. which certainly is more then wprightneſs, 
for the Apoltles ſpeaks to #pright Saints. 


LXXLE 


Now what this lor y, this new. Heavens, new 
teru/alem, ſtate of Perfeftion is, is the Dif 
md Queſtion of theſe days. | | 


LXXXI. © 


Which to me is reſolved thus, that there is a 
llorious ſtate of the Saints to be diſcovered in the 
alt days, conliſting not in a fleſdly Paradiſe or 
material enjoyment, but in the true viſion of God 


lathe Spirzr, and high light of heaventy ory. 


LXXXII. 
This /tate wasthe hopcand joy of the Prophets, 
Apoltles, and other Chriſtians, who fereſaw the 
a7 thereof. 


- 


EXKXITTE 


And wcll might it be fo, confidering the many 
Myſteries contained therein, yyhichno other fate 
an attain unto ; For kere the Chritian-ſees all 
thnos mn the /::hr of Cod :' here is opened wn- 


hangeavle Glory, and Ljſeuttal wul ;, Perfet# 
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I reeds, Reffitution Of dil things, heavenly Ref, 


'Fhere Afiwn-ce ſtrons are relolved, Una 
-Clearod, and-alt rins ſatisfied. _ 


f. parviewlar View of all theſe,and other ſecret 
-h this (tate, (bewny » op of the Everlaſting 
osþel, not circumſcribed inword or letter , by 
caring an equal latitnde with the eſſential Will, 
of Whichit « the Image, ) may be diſcourſed « 
aeftintlly, if the Lord Will, another tinve. 


- 
VE IT re cv '  ' 


AG. 
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EFRRATA, 


RE ader, By reaſwof the abſence of the Autber theſe ſaults 


have eſcaped the Preſs, beſides ſeraller Eyrata's, 
Page 1, n4. for Intamy read Infancy, P. 9.1, z. for 
preſence rypretence. P, x3.1. 23. foritr. Its. P. x4.1.19 
for propoſition reproportiun. P. 12.1, x0. for adverſion 


r, adheſin. P.-31, 1,9: r, ſprcifical, P. 23-1. 3. r. Infee 


rior. P.-a8. 1.x. add Set, LXXI. P., 2g, |, 3. for 
mediateneſs 'ry. hnmediateneſs, 1. 146+ add Math, 24- 
|. ry5..add Rev.2s, 


